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On Jan. 17, Catholic priest Eugenio Pizarro was nominated as presidential candidate for the
Left Democratic Allendista Movement (MIDA). Pizarro has been granted a one- year leave of
absence from his ministry to allow him to run in the Dec. 11, 1993 elections. "There is a crisis of
values in the country and who better to represent the opposite trend than a priest?" said Pizarro.
Despite his religious beliefs, Pizarro has indicated he would support legislative reforms aimed at
legalizing abortion and divorce. "My personal conviction is that the best thing for the country is
not to be blind. There is a serious problem in Chile of girls who die having abortions; there is also
the concrete reality of couples who lie so that they can annul their marriages. My opinion is that
we need legislation on these matters, but I want to stress that there is a big difference between
legislating and encouraging. I neither encourage nor am I in favor of abortion or divorce," he said.
[Sources: Agence France- Presse, 01/13/93; La Epoca (Chile), El Mercurio (Chile), 01/18/93]
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